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News and Events

Pathways Forum

Ecological imagination: building transformative pathways with insights from the
humanities
What exactly are environmental humanities and ecocriticism? How can these interdisciplinary

approaches contribute to transformative modes of research? Why aren't the humanities more

visible in the field of sustainability pathways currently, and how can we change this? 

These questions will be the core focus on this webinar, co-organized with the UNESCO BRIDGES

Coalition. Following presentations from the speakers, this event will also be an opportunity to

bring together different research communities to engage in a truly interdisciplinary dialogue on

sustainability science and transformative pathways.

Speakers:

Nathalie Blanc (French National Centre for Scientific Research)

Steven Hartman (UNESCO BRIDGES Coalition)

Jorge Marcone (Rutgers University)

Kenneth Toah Nsah (Université de Lille)

 

24 February 2023, 3:00PM - 5:00PM CET | Online

 

Open CEFO Seminar

Open CEFO Seminar: Walking the tightrope between academia and activism
Seminar with Researchers Desk on the role of researchers in the public debate on climate change

with Isabelle McAllister, Alasdair Skelton and Maria Wolrath.

Learn more

21 February 2023, 10:15AM - 12:00PM CET | Online

SHAPE Project Final Conference

SHAPE Project Final Conference: New Sustainable Development pathways reflecting
different societal perspectives
Achieving the Paris Agreement and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set out in the

Agenda 2030 requires holistic Sustainable Development Pathways (SDPs) that maximise

synergies and avoid, minimise or compensate for trade-offs. The orientation towards this much

broader target space challenges the IAM community to broaden their previous scope

considerably. 

The SHAPE Project has addressed this gap by aiming at creating and modelling a set of SDPs

with multiple integrated assessment models. The project's multi-method approach involved a co-

creative narrative design process, as well as analyses of governance, equity and material flows.

The programme comprises two main blocks: In the morning session, the overarching project

results and their implications will be presented and discussed with representatives from politics,

business and civil society. In the topic-specific afternoon sessions, project results and reflections

of the inter- and transdisciplinary co-creation process of the project will be presented in more

detail. 

Learn more here                

16 February 2023, 10:00 - 17:15 CET | Online

Pathways to Sustainability Conference 2023

Pathways to Sustainability Conference 2023: See the future
Taking the year 2060 as our point of arrival, we get new insights into the challenges of

transformation, the big shifts that we must consider if we think about sustainability in terms of forty

years or more. Together we look back, piece together and learn. What do the changes that we

were able to bring about look like? What/who were the crucial triggers for this transformation? And

did we (or better: who did) see them coming in 2023? 

Learn more here

4 April 2023 | TivoliVredenburg Utrecht

 

Opportunities 

Summer Schools

Summer School: Reimagining Global Justice within and through the University

This Summer School engages with the challenges of global injustice as it manifests across the

Global North/South divide, and the role of the university in both addressing and reproducing these

injustices. We will explore whether and how global injustices might be addressed through

knowledges, traditions, and practices within and beyond the university. Offering an innovative

combination of pedagogical formats, this week-long programme aims to provide a platform for

participants to critically reflect on navigating, reshaping, and reimagining a university for global

justice. It will also build a network to support such endeavours through collaboration and critical

engagement. 

Learn more here

Deadline for Applications: 14 February 2023

Summer School: 21st Swiss Climate Summer School 2023: Climate-Water-Energy-
Food-Nexus
The 21st International Swiss Climate Summer School focuses on the theme "Climate-Water-

Energy-Food-Nexus". The purpose of this highly interdisciplinary summer school is to bring early-

stage researchers in touch with established scientists from different disciplines to bridge the topic

of climate change with sustainable development goals strongly focusing on social, economic, and

humanity aspects. Owing to the highly interdisciplinary nature of the topic, the summer school

addresses early-stage researchers from the climate and Earth system sciences to food, social,

politics, and economic sciences, as well as humanities. 

 
Learn more here

Deadline for Applications: 17 February 2023

 

Summer School: Leveraging Ecological Economics to advance the Sustainability
Transition
The twentieth century saw enormous leaps and bounds in addressing various challenges

pertaining to human development - e.g. rapid economic growth, the recognition of climate risks,

poverty alleviation, better healthcare for many, addressing racial, gender, and religious

inequalities, etc. Such trends call for a deep understanding of the interlinkages among social,

economic, and environmental challenges to provide policy advice for a legitimate, fair, and

evidence-informed transition towards sustainability. Ecological Economics, with its core emphasis

on interdisciplinarity and incommensurability, provides a valuable conceptual framework for

exploring the needed transitions towards sustainability. 

 
Learn more here

Deadline for Applications: 1 April 2023

 

Call for Abstracts

Call for Abstracts: 2023 Radboud Conference on Earth System Governance: Bridging

Sciences and Societies for Sustainability Transformations
In addition to the five analytical lenses of the earth system governance research agenda, the 2023

Radboud Conference will feature a programmatic focus on bridging sciences and societies for

sustainability transformations - in other words inter- and transdisciplinarity. The conference

organisers therefore invite papers and panels on the following conference streams:

Architecture and Agency

Democracy and Power

Justice and Allocation

Anticipation and Imagination

Adaptiveness and Reflexivity 

Inter- and transdisciplinary for sustainability transformations

Proposals are also welcome for non-traditional sessions, such as roundtables (which may include

policy-makers, academics, and/or representatives of social movements and non-governmental

organisations), policy games, book launches, outdoor activities, art exhibitions, and book

seminars (that may discuss recently published academic works). Such innovative sessions are

meant to:

1. Discuss cross-cutting issues relevant for sustainability transformations more generally

2. Reflect on transdisciplinarity

 
Learn more here

 
Deadline for Abstracts and Full Panel Submissions: 15 February 2023

Deadline for Innovative Session proposals: 1 March 2023

 

Call for Proposals

Call for Proposals: Transformations Conference 2023 "Transformative partnerships
for a better world"
The Transformations Conferences 2023 is now accepting proposals for:

T-Practice: Transformative Practice Sessions

TransAction: Pre-Conference One-Day Transformation Workshops

Oral Presentations

Poster Presentations

Panel Dialogues

Arts, Creative and Wellbeing Practices

Proposals should address the following conference sub-themes:

Transformative Policy, Institutions and Organisations

Transformative Paradigms and Practices

Transformative Leadership 

Transformative Learning & Knowledge Practices

Transformative Innovations

Evaluating & Assessing Transformation

Inner Transformation & Wellbeing

Just Transformation

Learn more here

Deadline for Submitting Proposals (Round 1): 22 February 2023

Deadline for Submitting Proposals (Round 2): 22 March 2023

 

European partnership on sustainable food

systems for people, planet and climate

Deadline for applications

12 April 2023

Learn more

Fostering resilient European food systems in

a changing world

Deadline for applications

12 April 2023

Learn more

Planetary health: understanding the links

between environmental degradation and

health impacts

Deadline for applications

13 April 2023

Learn more

Behavioural change and governance

for systemic transformations towards climate

resilience

Deadline for applications

18 April 2023

Learn more

Broadening the range of policy options in

transition pathways analysis

Deadline for applications

18 April 2023

Learn more

 

Research Positions

Researcher in designing transformative sustainability pathways
Global Change Research Institute

CzechGlobe

Deadline for applications

13 February 2023

Learn more

PhD in Synergies & Trade-offs between the Impacts of Land Use on Sustainable
Development Goals
Copernicus Institute of Sustainable Development

Utrecht University

Deadline for applications

10 February 2023

Learn more

 

Spotlight

Pathways Communication Grant Supported Project: 

Fair Food Futures Podcast and Animated Video

Fair Food Futures Podcast and Animated Video

One of the projects supported by the Pathways Communication Grant (Round 1) was a podcast

series and animated video on Fair Food Futures.

The Fair Food Futures podcast explores the stories and visions for change put forth by community

food networks in Australia as they seek to progress transformations towards sustainable food

futures, and identifies the strategies, challenges and opportunities for making civil society's visions

for fair food futures come to life. The main questions were: what does it mean to do 'food justice'

in Australia? What does your fair food future look like, and how do we get there? With

these questions in mind, they share stories from leaders of grassroots food organisations,

communities workers, farmers, First Nations communities, activists, consumers, academics and

global policy makers. By bringing these voices together, the Fair Food Futures podcast aims to

create a space for dialogue and alliance building between members of civic food networks in

Australia, and contribute to ongoing conversations about the opportunities and challenges for

policy change.

Listen to the podcast here

The animated video explores the visions for change put forth by community food networks in

Australia as a way to progress transformation to sustainable food futures. 

Watch the animated video here

Food for Thought

An open space for boundary-pushing critical reflections, opinions, and
perspectives from the scientific community on doing sustainability science.

The Equation Blog: "Science and Politics Are Inseparable"
The Equation is a blog on science, politics, and activism from the Union of Concerned Scientists.

In her January 24, 2023 blog article, political scientist Alicia Race reflects on activism in science,

reclaiming power, and taking advantage of the increasingly indivisible relationship between

science and politics. 

 
Read the article here

Publications

Earth stewardship: Shaping a sustainable future through interacting policy and norm
shifts (2022, Ambio) 
Read the paper

Knowledge co-production in the Helge å catchment: a comparative analysis (2022,
Ecosystems and People) 
Read the paper

Developing positional awareness in sustainability science: four archetypes for early
career scientists working in an SDG world (2022, SSRN electronic journal) 
Read the paper

Leveraging the Power of Forests and Trees for Transformational Adaptation (2022,
Sustainability Science) 
Read the paper

Radical interventions for climate-impacted systems (2022, Nature Climate Change) 
Read the paper

Collective memories, place-framing and the politics of imaginary futures in
sustainability transitions and transformation (2022, Geoforum) 
Read the paper
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