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Dear Pathways enthusiasts, 

Can tensions and conflicts serve as a catalyst for transformative research? If pathways to
sustainability approaches are diverse, they all have in common a desire to develop possible
futures in collaborative and transformative ways. Paving the way forward in this manner often
hinges on co-production of knowledge involving actors with competing or contradictory agendas.
These tensions can easily be perceived as obstacles to processes of collaboration, but another
way of looking at them is to focus on the complex interdependencies that they result from and
create. From there, the same elements that connect actors in seemingly antagonistic ways, such
as different knowledge, values, and goals, can be framed as a productive force for transformation.
This idea constitutes the central tenet of the concept of co-productive agility, which will be
explored as part of this month’s Pathways Forum. We encourage you all to join us for this webinar
to learn more about the concept and share your experience in dealing with conflicts and tensions
in inter- and transdisciplinary research projects.
 
Gilles Marciniak
& the Pathways Initiative Steering Group

Do you have news, events, or opportunities you want to share with the Pathways
community? Let us know through the content submission form below.

 
Content Submission Form

News and Events

International Workshop SARAS 2022
"Reclaiming Sustainability through HumanitiesScience
Pathways: Transdisciplinary Co-Production of Knowledge on
Climate-Energy Futures"

International Workshop SARAS 2022: "Reclaiming Sustainability through

HumanitiesScience Pathways: Transdisciplinary Co-Production of Knowledge on Climate-

Energy Futures"

This two-day international workshop aims at renewing and resignifying the field of sustainability

studies by drawing on recent novel synergies between the humanities, social and natural sciences

through fully transdisciplinary methods of co-production of knowledge. The overall purpose is to

jointly explore novel engagements to sustainability transformations from

underexplored transdisciplinary mixed methods between the humanities, social and natural

sciences. This workshop will examine the state of transdisciplinary co-engagement aiming at: (1)

knowledge-building forms through transdisciplinary public engagement and education applied to

climate and energy solutions; (2) co-production of knowledge between arts, humanities, social

and natural science research to meet present and future sustainability challenges. 

 
Learn more here

1-2 December, 9:30AM - 6:00PM (GMT-3) | Hybrid Event 

Pathways Forum

Pathways Forum: Engaging in meaningful co-productive practices for sustainability

Co-produced research is increasingly regarded as more effective than traditional scientific

approaches for engaging with the complexity of current sustainability challenges and contributing

to transformative change. However, researchers wanting to engage in meaningful co-productive

practices are routinely faced with fundamental questions such as “what are defining principles of

co-production?”, “what are the implications in terms of aims, terminologies, and practices?”, and

“how to deal with tensions emerging from confronting diverse, and sometimes conflicting,

knowledge systems and agendas?”. With the expertise and experience of speakers and

participants, this webinar will seek to critically address these questions and offer practical

guidance on how to engage in meaningful processes of knowledge co-production for developing

transformative pathways to sustainability.

Speakers

Josie Chambers, Utrecht University
Tobias Haller, University of Bern

Marja Spierenburg, Leiden University
 

 
Tuesday 20 December 10:00AM - 12:00PM CET | Online
 

N.B. The Pathways Forum “Different ways to walk a pathway” promoted in the previous newsletter

and originally scheduled for October has been postponed to April 2023.  

Save the Date:
Pathways to Sustainability Conference "See the Future"

Save the Date: Pathways to Sustainability Conference "See the Future"

Taking the year 2060 as our point of arrival, we get new insights into the challenges of

transformation, the big shifts that we must consider if we think about sustainability in terms of forty

years or more. Together we look back, piece together and learn. What do the changes that we

were able to bring about look like? What/who were the crucial triggers for this transformation? And

did we (or better: who did) see them coming in 2023? We invite you to start thinking how you

could contribute to the next Pathways to Sustainability Conference "See the Future".

Learn more here
 
4 April 2023, 9:00 - 16:30 | Utrecht, Netherlands
 

Opportunities 

Call for Abstracts: 
XIX Biennial IASC Conference "The Commons We Want:
Between Historical Legacies and Future Collective Actions"

Call for Abstracts: XIX Biennial IASC Conference "The Commons We Want: Between

Historical Legacies and Future Collective Actions", Nairobi, Kenya

The IASC has been shaping the debate on alternative development pathways by way of putting

the commons centre stage. The XIX Biennial IASC Conference "The Commons We Want:

Between Historical Legacies and Future Collective Actions" will take place 19-24 June 2023 in

Nairobi, Kenya. The conference provides a much-needed link to future-oriented research and

practice perspective with a look back, since many legal and structural legacies predetermine

possible development pathways. This reflection shall help to position the commons debate in the

context of the Agenda 2030 and contribute to making the transformation towards the SDGs a

more commons-oriented and participatory endeavour.

Abstracts are currently being accepted on following sub-themes:

Our common SDGs?

Commons towards urban transformation

Indigenous peoples and globalisation

Commons between colonial legacies and the Anthroposcene

Modelling and multi-methods approaches in polycentric commons systems

The drama of the grabbed commons

Global health commons between pandemics and glocal health

Opportunities and challenges of digital commons

Conservation, environmental justice and the commons

Local institution building and radical futures for the commons

Advances in Frameworks and Theory

Learn more here

Deadline for Submitting Abstracts: 12 December 2022

 

Call for Session Proposals / Abstracts: 
2023 Conference on Sustainable Consumption and
Production "Transforming Consumption-
Production Systems Toward Just and Sustainable Futures"

Call for Proposals / Abstracts: 2023 Conference on Sustainable Consumption and
Production "Transforming Consumption-Production Systems Toward Just and
Sustainable Futures", Wageningen, The Netherlands

The 2023 Conference on Sustainable Consumption and Production will gather researchers,

practitioners, and policy-makers working in sustainable consumption and production in

Wageningen, The Netherlands, from 5-8 July 2023 for an international conference on the theme

"Transforming Consumption-Production Systems Toward Just and Sustainable Futures".

This inter- and transdisciplinary conference will provide a crucial opportunity to discuss recent

advancements in sustainable consumption and production (SCP) and provide a platform for

building and enhancing connections between research, practice, and policy to increase

understanding and action of how to move transformations to SCP forward. 

Researchers and practitioners from around the world are invited to submit session proposals

and/or individual abstracts for presentation or posters. Conference themes include, but are not

limited to:

Sustainable consumption and lifestyles 

Sustainable production, sustainable business, innovation & design for sustainability

Governance for sustainable consumption and production

Circular economy, circular society, and critical materials

Alternative, diverse, and plural economies for sustainability transitions

Sustainable cities and regions and local action

Social movements, social learning, and social innovations

Sustainable food, agriculture, and agri-business

 
Learn more here

Deadline for Submitting Proposals: 15 January 2023 (23:59 CET)

 

Call for Proposals: 
Transformations Conference 2023 "Transformative
Partnerships for a Better World"

Call for Abstracts: 2023 Conference on Sustainable Consumption and Production

The sweeping transformations needed to make progress towards sustainability require actors to

work in partnership. While partnerships are essential to tackle global sustainability challenges,

forming and maintaining effective partnerships for transformation is challenging. Actors bring

different worldviews, knowledge practices, goals, and narratives to partnerships. They may also

enter partnership fro every different positions of power. when building partnerships, there are risks

of tokenism and colonisation. The Transformations Conference 2023 will explore the role of

partnerships in transformative practice. It will look for ways to build partnerships that are more

effective, inclusive and transformative. 

The conference will take place from 11-14 July 2023 in Sydney, Australia using a hybrid format,

supporting both in-person attendance and online participation. Proposal submissions are now

being accepted on the following themes:

Transformative Policy, Institutions and Organisations

Transformative Paradigms and Practices

Transformative Leadership 

Transformative Learning & Knowledge Practices

Transformative Innovations

Evaluating & Assessing Transformation

Inner Transformation & Wellbeing

Just Transformation

Learn more here

Deadline for Submitting Proposals: 22 March 2023

 

Spotlight

Pathways Communication Grant Supported Project: 
"Fishing Transformations" ("Pescando Transformaciones")

Film Launch: "Fishing Transformations" ("Pescando Transformaciones")

We are happy to announce the launch of the short film entitled "Fishing Transformations"

("Pescando Transformaciones") by one of the Pathways Communication Grant Awardees from

Round 1. The project aims to co-create a transformative space by identifying and bringing

together several innovative initiatives in small-scale fisheries in Uruguay and thus promoting the

exchange of experiences, knowledge, and visions of the future. The co-creation of visions is a key

element that serves as a collective objective in this project, driving actions in the present to move

towards the desired future. To this end, the project involves various disciplines (Art, Transition

Design, Sustainability Science) and societal actors (fishers, gastronomes, environmental

entrepreneurs, researchers, technicians) to promote collective learning, agency, creativity, and

empowerment through diverse and plural approaches. The project also seeks to be a platform for

disseminating existing positive changes in local small-scale fisheries through the production and

diffusion of communication pieces for broad audiences and interventions to promote small-scale

fishing, its products, and its potential in the local gastronomy. In academic terms, the project

seeks to empirically analyse the transformative potential of a coalescence process of innovative

initiatives related to small-scale fisheries. This process aims to articulate new narratives and

visions of the future towards more sustainable trajectories and thus challenge dominant narratives

prone to sustaining the status quo and/or reproducing unsustainable practices. 

The film makes its debut on 30 November at 18:00 (GMT-3) at the Cultural Center of
Spain in Montevideo, Uruguay and will be live streamed here (in Spanish). The film
will be available with English subtitles in December.

Read more here

Watch the trailer here (in Spanish)

 

Food for Thought

Food for Thought is an open space for boundary-pushing critical
reflections, opinions, and perspectives from the scientific community on doing
sustainability science.

Point of View: The biospheric emergency calls for scientists
to change tactics

Point of View: The biospheric emergency calls for scientists to change tactics

Abstract: Our current economic and political structures have an increasingly devastating impact

on the Earth's climate and ecosystems: we are facing a biospheric emergency, with catastrophic

consequences for both humans and the natural world on which we depend. Life scientists -

including biologists, medical scientists, psychologists and public health experts - have had a

crucial role in documenting the impacts of this emergency, but they have failed to drive

governments to take action in order to prevent the situation from getting worse. Here we, as

members of the movement Scientist Rebellion, call on life scientists to re-embrace advocacy and

activism - which were once hallmarks of academia - in order to highlight the urgency and

necessity of systemic change across our societies. We particularly emphasise the need for

scientists to engage in nonviolent civil resistance, a form of public engagement which has proven

to be highly effective in social struggles throughout history. 

 
Read the article here

 

News from the Belmont Forum Pathways CRA

This section is dedicated to informing you about the 13 research networks that have been
funded under the Belmont Forum Collaborative Research Action (CRA) on Pathways for
Sustainability. Learn more about the funded networks
 

From theory to practice: Developing an action plan to support the
sustainability transition of the Swartkops Basin in South Africa
 

The Swartkops basin is located in the Eastern Cape of South Africa and harbours one of
the most important wetlands in the southern part of the African continent. The basin is
currently suffering a severe water crisis due to long-lasting drought and exacerbated by a
growing problem of point source water pollution in the middle sections of the river and the
estuary due to insufficient wastewater treatment and poor management of litter and
stormwater canals. This circumstance comprises the access to drinking water but moreover
impacts other ecosystem services such as freshwater biodiversity, traditional fishing, and
the cultural rituals of indigenous communities.

The SDG Pathfinding team has set up a living lab in the basin and is working closely with
the local municipalities, NGOs, and youth groups to collectively design an action plan that
can help to overcome some of the most pressing sustainability challenges and empower
local citizens to drive the change. On November 17th, the team convened the 3rd living lab
session with the purpose of developing the water security action planning and coming up
with a prioritised set of actions that can deliver the greatest impacts and can easily be taken
forward by the members of the living lab. More than 20 actions were collectively identified,
and members of the living lab present during the meeting volunteered to take them forward
and are ready to start initial actions. 

Publications

Participatory scenarios for restoring European landscapes show a plurality of nature
values (2022, Ecography)
Read the paper

Inequalities in the adaptive cycle: reorganising after disasters in an unequal
world (2022, Ecology & Society)
Read the paper

Values as leverage points for sustainability transformation: two pathways for
transformation research (2022, Current Opinion in Environmental Sustainability)
Read the paper

Managing biodiversity in the Anthroposcene: discussing the Nature Futures
Framework as a tool for adaptive decision-making for nature under climate
change (2022, Sustainability Science)
Read the paper

Mountain Resilience: A Systematic Literature Review and Paths to the Future (2022,
Mountain Research and Development)
Read the paper

In people's mind and on the ground: Values and power in climate change
adaptation (2022, Science & Policy)
Read the paper
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