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Pathways Newsletter October 2022

Dear Pathways enthusiasts, 
 
Despite reduced activity over the last few months on the webinars and the newsletter fronts, the
Pathways Initiative has been far from dormant. A call for expressions of interest for the Pathways
Postdoc Grants (aimed at synthesizing existing knowledge for developing pathways) was issued
in June. This was followed, in August, by a networking webinar designed to connect different
research communities for the purpose of developing a research proposal. The call is now closed,
and the proposals we received prefigure some very promising projects and collaborations. The
Pathways Initiative also took advantage of a number of recent international conferences such as
the World Biodiversity Forum, the International Mountain Conference, and the Sustainability
Research and Innovation congress (SRI), to organize sessions convening pathways researchers
and promoting innovative modes of research. Thanks to everyone who contributed to these
sessions, either as speakers or participants.

We are now returning to our cruising speed, with bi-monthly Pathways Forums and newsletters.
The next Pathways Forum, scheduled for late October, will focus on the different theories of
change associated with plural conceptual approaches for pathways to sustainability. Also, with
this newsletter, we are inaugurating a new section entitled Food for Thought. This section is
dedicated to alternative formats for boundary-pushing, and stimulating opinions and perspectives
from the scientific community on transformative research. 

 
Gilles Marciniak
& the Pathways Initiative Steering Group

Do you have news, events, or opportunities you want to share with the Pathways
community? Let us know through the content submission form below.

 
Content Submission Form

News and Events

Pathways Forum

Pathways Forum: Different ways to walk a pathway

The understanding of the concept of pathways is multiple; several approaches co-exist under this

same umbrella term. Four major approaches to pathways are commonly identified in the literature:

target-based scenarios and models, socio-technical transitions, adaptation pathways, and the

STEPS (Social, Technological and Environmental Pathways to Sustainability) approach. Through

a discussion-oriented format, and with a panel representing the four types of approaches, this

Forum will explore the specificities, similarities and differences of the theories of change

associated with different types of pathways, and what they each imply in terms of transforming

research practices, influencing the institutional landscape, and engaging with societal actors.

Chaired by Mark Stafford Smith

Panel discussants to be announced soon!

28 October 14h00-16h00 CEST | Online

 

Climate Landscapes Conference: On the effect of
landscape design on climate resilience and the meso-
climate

Climate Landscapes Conference: On the effect of landscape design on climate resilience

and the meso-climate

The Climate Landscapes online conference aims to draw attention to the complex

interrelationships of vegetation, soils, water and climate. Scientific presentations by world-

renowned speakers and best practices focus on the questions of how vegetation and healthy soils

are able to strengthen water cycles, prevent droughts, create more climate resilient agriculture,

increase biodiversity and influence local temperatures. Using a multi-stakeholder approach,

discussions with the audience will examine which land use methods are the best to support the

interwoven natural relationships and which would be the next urgent steps to take. 

Learn more here

18-19 October 2022, 14h00-21h00 CEST | Online 

Webinar: HELSUS Global South Encounters "Equity and
Justice in Climate Action"

Webinar: HELSUS Global South Encounters " Equity and Justice in Climate Action"

This year, the HELSUS Global South Encounters (GSEs), a series of webinars intended to

sharpen critical research in sustainability science, will try to address questions about ecological

imperialism. Recognising the complexities and peculiarities of the Global South, these seminars

will engage mainstream sustainability science in order to transcend it, among others by

decolonising nature, economy, society and methodologies.

In this talk, Jessica Omukuti will reflect on what equity and justice mean within the context of net

zero. She will also highlight how net zero can be made to be more equitable and just by focusing

on the need to prioritise those who are most affected by climate change. She will also present

several case examples from different contexts, countries and regions to illustrate the absence of

equity and justice in net zero, but also potential solutions for the integration of these principles into

net zero commitments and their implementation.

Learn more here

30 November 2022, 15h00 CEST | Online 

Opportunities 

Call for Abstracts: NERPS Conference 2023 "Bridging
Peace and Sustainability amidst Global Transformations"

Call for Abstracts: Network for Education and Research on Peace and Sustainability

(NERPS) Conference 2023 "Bridging Peace and Sustainability amidst Global

Transformations", Ait, Thailand

The NERPS Conference 2023 is a platform to facilitate continued inter- and transdisciplinary

research and policy conversations among students, researchers, and practitioners working on

issues related to peace, sustainability, or their nexus. An enhanced integration of peace and

sustainability is imperative for addressing complex challenges that come with global

transformations that are manifested environmentally, socially, politically, and economically across

levels. It is, therefore, crucial to identify the pathways that enhance the peace-promoting potential

of sustainability and the sustainability-promoting potential of peace. The theme of this conference

will focus on various pathways that bridge peace promotion and sustainable development. At the

time of submission, authors will be required to choose one of the three main topics (i.e.,

peace, sustainability, or their nexus) and one of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

most relevant to their abstracts.

Learn more here

Deadline for Submitting Abstracts: 30 October 2022

 

Call for Proposals: Pathways Communication Grants -
EXTENDED DEADLINE

Call for Proposals: Pathways Communication Grants (Second Call)

The second call for the Pathways Communication Grants is now open. Proposals should outline

and describe the importance of the communication product and its potential impact on the

development of sustainable pathways and refer to completed research outcomes of projects that

advance the understanding of at least one of the three guiding questions of the Pathways Initiative

(found in the call text). 

Learn more here.

Deadline for Submitting Proposals: 31 October 2022

 

Call for Proposals: Water4All 2022 Joint Transnational
Call "Management of water resources: resilience,
adaptation and mitigation to hydroclimatic extreme
events and management tools"

Call for Proposals: Water4All 2022 Joint Transnational Call "Management of water

resources: resilience, adaptation and mitigation to hydroclimatic extreme events and

management tools"

This joint transnational call is aimed at research and innovation to improve water security in the

long term. In line with the strategic objectives of Water4All, the results should contribute to the

implementation of evidence-based, global, EU and national water management policies and

strategies, within the frameworks of the Green Deal, WFD, Just Transition and the Sustainable

Development Goals. 

This call will focus on solutions for hydroclimatic extreme events, as described in the Water4All

Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda Theme III “Water for the future: sustainable water

management”, as well as on the cross-cutting Theme VII “Governance” and Theme V “Water

Infrastructures”.

Research & innovation proposals submitted under the Water4All 2022 Joint Transnational Call are

required to address at least one of the following topics:

Resilience, adaptation and mitigation to hydroclimatic extreme events

Tools for water management – in the context of hydroclimatic extreme events

Improved water governance in the context of hydroclimatic extreme events and

international contexts

Learn more here

Deadline for Submitting Proposals: 31 October 2022

Call for Proposals: Biodiversa+ "Improved transnational
monitoring of biodiversity and ecosystem change for
society and science"

Call for Proposals: Biodiversa+ "Improved transnational monitoring of biodiversity and

ecosystem change for science and society"

This call aims to support transnational research projects (3-years duration) addressing one or

more of the three (non-exclusive) themes below:

·      THEME 1 – Innovation and harmonization of methods and tools for collection and

management of biodiversity monitoring data

·      THEME 2 – Addressing knowledge gaps on biodiversity status, dynamics, and trends to

reverse biodiversity loss

·      THEME 3 – Making use of available biodiversity monitoring data

Projects combining aspects from several themes are encouraged. The projects funded by this call

should allow us to better characterize, understand and report on the state and trends of

biodiversity.

The call covers all environments, i.e. terrestrial, freshwater and marine in Europe and beyond

Learn more here

Watch the first information webinar held on 20 September 2022 here

Deadline for Submitting Pre-Proposals: 9 November 2023, 15:00 CET

Call for Proposals: Driving Urban Transitions to a
Sustainable Future (DUT) 2022

Call for Proposals: Driving Urban Transitions to a Sustainable Future (DUT) 2022

The purpose of this call is to support transnational research and/or innovation projects addressing

urban challenges to help cities in their transition towards a more sustainable economy and

functioning. The challenges are grouped into three themes called Transition Pathways: Positive

Energy Districts (PED), the 15-Minute City (15mC) and Circular Urban Economies (CUE).

The call is opened to a wide range of scientific disciplines and welcomes interdisciplinary

approaches. It intends to support a large range of activities, from research to innovation and

implementation. It also asks to engage explicitly stakeholders (companies, public authorities,

NGOs…) in the projects and to consider users’ needs in the identification of the project goals.

An online informational webinar will be held on 18 October 2022. Get more information and

register here. A matchmaking platform is also available here.

Learn more here

Deadline for Submitting Pre-Proposals: 21 November 2022, 13:00 CET

Call for Abstracts: 2023 Conference on Sustainable
Consumption and Production (#SCP23) "Transforming
consumption-production systems toward just and
sustainable futures"

Call for Abstracts: 2023 Conference on Sustainable Consumption and Production (#SCP23)

"Transforming consumption-production systems toward just and sustainable futures"

The call for abstracts is now open for the 2023 Conference on Sustainable Consumption and

Production, which will take place from 5-8 July 2023 in Wageningen, The Netherlands. This inter-

and transdisciplinary conference will provide a crucial opportunity to discuss recent advancements

in sustainable consumption and production (SCP) and provide a platform for building and

enhancing connections between research, practice, and policy to increase understanding and

action of how to move transformations to SCP forward.

Conference (sub)themes include, but are not limited to:

Sustainable consumption and lifestyles

Sustainable production, sustainable business, innovation & design for sustainability 

Governance for sustainable consumption and production

Circular economy, circular society, and critical materials

Alternative, diverse, and plural economies for sustainability transitions

Sustainable cities and regions and local action

Social movements, social learning, and social innovations

Sustainable food, agriculture, and agri-business

Learn more here

Deadline for Submitting Abstracts: 28 November 2022

CE2COAST Winter School: Downscaling Climate and
Ocean Change to Coastal Services

CE2COAST Winter School: Downscaling Climate and Ocean Change to Coastal Services

The CE2COAST Winter School is now accepting applications from PhD students, postdoctoral

and early-stage researchers Global change will have significant impacts at regional and local

scales on marine and coastal systems and will influence the security and productivity of coastal

services. The CE2COAST winter school, which will take place from 13-17 February 2023

in Lisbon, Portugal, will provide the opportunity to learn and exchange ideas on the latest

approaches in climate change downscaling and determining coastal service thresholds to deliver

targeted, relevant, and understood scenarios of coastal change.

Topics include:

- Observed state, variability, and trends in coastal stressors;

- Ocean climate change from Earth System Models;

- Regional downscaling of past and future coastal climate change;

- Responses of coastal processes and services;

- Science and Society: co-design and co-production of knowledge;

- Ethics in Science.

Learn more here

Deadline for Applications: 28 November 2022

Spotlight

Video Series: "Stories of Transformations to
Sustainability"

Video Series: "Stories of Transformations to Sustainability"

The NORFACE and Belmont Forum Transformations to Sustainability (T2S) programme funded

15 international research projects between 2016 and 2022 to study how social transformations to

sustainability can be supported. The projects worked with communities in diverse places around

the world to understand the complex relations between social structures, the material world and

environmental and social change. Stories of Transformations to Sustainability is a series of short

films presenting insights from these projects.

Watch the films here

 

Video Series: "People who transform"

Video Series: "People who transform"

The AGENTS (Amazonian Governance to Enable Transformations to Sustainability) project,

which was funded by the NORFACE and Belmont Forum Transformations to Sustainability (T2S)

programme, has recently launched their own series of 17 films called "People who transform", in

which local people in the Amazon were invited to produce short movies using their mobile phone

to briefly tell us their local initiatives by answering the following questions:

what has been transformed?

who is transforming?

what are the outcomes?

how do they keep their transformative process going?

The goal was to give visibility to sustainable initiatives developed by local populations in the

region from more recent to long-term initiatives. The series includes initiatives related to timber

and non-timber management, fishing management, organic agriculture, agroforestry in small-

farms and traditional communities, oil production in indigenous communities, art and craft by

women’s organizations, social technology for irrigation, learning-practice for education and a

social fund to collective projects.

Watch the films here (with English subtitles)

 

Food for Thought

Food for Thought is an open space for boundary-pushing critical
reflections, opinions, and perspectives from the scientific community on doing
sustainability science.

Blog Post: Climate Uncensored "What's in a Name?"

Climate Uncensored Blog Post: "What's in a Name?"
Climate Uncensored is a new blog, YouTube channel and podcast featuring

lucid, rigorous systems thinking and debate. It provides robust, unflinching commentary and

assessment of the scale of the climate challenge and our responses to it. "What's in a Name" is

an introductory blog post and a call to action, explaining the rationale behind the blog and

specifically, the name "Climate Uncensored".

Read the blog post here

 

News from the Belmont Forum Pathways CRA

This section is dedicated to informing you about the 13 research networks that have been
funded under the Belmont Forum Collaborative Research Action (CRA) on Pathways for
Sustainability. Learn more about the funded networks
 

SDG Pathfinding in action: recent developments in Senegal

SDG Pathfinding seeks to support the localisation of the SDG agenda in local
communities of Senegal and South Africa through innovative participatory
approaches. In Senegal, project partners have established in collaboration with local
authorities and grassroots organisations from the Fimela district an SDG living lab
dedicated to supporting the development of local capacities and knowledge
exchange through experiential learning. In 2022, two living lab sessions have been
organised where participants have had the chance to play and support the co-
development of the simulation game "Aim Waaga 4Sel game", intended to explore
pathways to overcome the recurrent and important challenge of desalinisation in
Fimela. Likewise, participants also engaged in the development of participatory
systems mapping exercise to diagnose the current sustainability challenges and
identify actions that can help to reach the SDG agenda.

Publications

Knowledge Co-Production in Scientific and Activist Alliances: Unsettling
Coloniality (2022, Engaging Science, Technology & Society)
Read the paper

How context affects transdisciplinary research: insights from Asia, Africa and Latin
America (2022, Sustainability Science)
Read the paper

Exploring desirable nature futures for National Park Hollandse Duinen (2022,
Ecosystems and People)
Read the paper

Insufficient yet improving involvement of the global south in top sustainability
science publications (2022, PLOS ONE)
Read the paper

Why do we care about theories? Innovative ways of theorising in sustainability
science (2022, Current Opinion in Environmental Sustainability)
Read the paper
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